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NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHIC INTERPRETATION CENTER

NAME

New (lags Probable AXL

WAC BE NO NPIC NO COMOR NO

COUNTRY GEO COORDINATES

25X1D

A new clagss of light cargo vessel (probable AKL) has been observed in
The first operational observation of vessels of this

25X1D +the Culf of Tonkin.
class wag made by the USS Maddox which photographed one on a northerly
heading at 17-58N 106-33E on NG 25X1A
Additional vessels of the same class were photographed on_ recon-
25X1D  jaigsance missions during on [IEIN 25X1D
25X1D

o5x1D | 10 vrovsble AKL were cbserved discherging cargo at Quang Khe, North
Vietnam (17-42N 106-29E), and ! more were observed departing Quang Khe on a

northerly heading. On I =t least 7 vessels of this type were ob-
served underway between 19-21W 105-52E and 20-09N 106-29E, again on a north- 25X1D

) erly heading (Figures 1 and 2). On B 3 orob-
: . ) able AKL, were observed throughout Hal Phong Port

Facilities.
The vessel (Flgure 3) measures approximately 120 £t

length overall with a beam of approximately 20 ft. A
_ cargo hateh served by a dual kingpost and

boom cargo handling gear 1s located in a well deck for-

ward of the superstructure.
ii unit is estimated to be an AKL - 25X1D

e

25X1D

25X1D

L-2768 (3/67

FIGURES 1 AND 2. NIEW CLASS PROBABLE AKT,, 25X1D

-1 -
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25X1D

Prior to the coverage, nc units of this class have been photo-
graphed in North Vietnamese vortg, naval bases, or shipvards. The vessels
observed on the vhotography appear to be relazively new
and are identical except for minor topside ripging.

The appearance of a relatively large number of' vessels of a type not
previously identified in either the North Vie*namese or (Chinese Navies, is
indicative o1 a construction prosram more arbitious than ary that lhas been
observed in North Vietnam.

e : 120 FEET : -

MPIC L-7309 (3/87})

PIGURE 3. PROVISIONAL DRAWINGS CF N=W CLASS PROBABLE AKT,

o
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